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Rob Mehl is an outstanding singer/songwriter with deep 
island roots. His music tells the story of a lifetime love affair 
with the sea and pays tribute to all of the artists who have 
inspired him over the years. 
 
Since Rob's music career began in 1972, he's been a soft 
voice and quiet guitar telling palapa-style tales from beaches 
all over the world. 
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"I was born in Oceanside. We had a house on the beach for a 
while, then we moved to Encinitas. Encinitas beaches back 
then were so amazing! Swamis, Moonlight, Beacons, 
Grandview. It was a good time to be a kid in Southern 
California!” 
 
Now he's got some gray in his beard and some edge in his 
voice, but eyes that still sparkle with wonder and stories that 
will intrigue you and invite you to join the voyage. 
 
"My family moved to Hawaii in 1959 and even though I was 
just a little guy, my parents let me walk up and down the 
beach on my own. I'd see these groups of people sitting 
under the banyan trees singing, playing their ukuleles, 
strumming slack-key guitars, telling stories about the sea. 
They're really the ones who taught me respect for the ocean 
and how to surf and that it was a privilege and an honor not 
to be taken lightly.” 
 
It was learning how to talk story beneath these banyan trees 
that blossomed into the gift of writing songs that would 
become Rob's passport to the world. 
 
"We moved back to Encinitas, which was cool because it was 
a total surf town, in fact, the most Hawaii-like town of 
anywhere in Southern Cal.” 
 
"I wrote poetry. It just kind of flowed out of me after surfing 
all day. I didn't really start writing songs until I came back 
from the Gulf of Tonkin. I'd bought a guitar and I had a Neil 
Young album and songbook and taught myself how to play.” 
 
"Looking back, there was no question that being able to 
learn as quickly as I did, (I played my first concert three 
months after I bought the guitar) and write the way I did, 
was a gift. It's hard to get all puffed up when you realize that 
what you're able to do was just given to you, not because you 
deserved it or anything. It was like out of the blue ... Boom! 
God says, 'I love ya, here you go! This is for you!' God gives 
gifts and we have to be responsible with them. That's what 
I'm all about. Give Him the glory and thanks for all He's 
done in my life and take real good care of His gifts in my 
life.” 
 
Rob still travels the world with his guitars, his ukulele and 
his long boards and finds that the locals from Waikiki to 
Encinitas to Key West enjoy his salt-water flavored music. 
We hope you will too. 
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Don’t forget those embarrassing or Special 
Moments !!! 
For those that attending this year’s event you may 
have noticed that we had in operation a large screen 
display in the Convention Center.  This screen 
allowed us to project photos and other interesting 
information.  In 2008 we will be offering to our 
attendees the privilege of placing a photo with caption 
on that screen for a charity donation.  We are working 
up the details and rules for this offering, so just think 
about someone or something that you would like to 
display to the audience during the event.   �
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These are the currently booked entertainers.  We are 
still negotiating with other groups and individuals to 
round out our week-end phlocking.  You can be 
assured that we will have ample entertainment to 
keep you moving.  �
 �

Garrett Wilkin & the Parrotheads �
�

STARS on the WATER �
�

Rob Mehl �
�

Bob Karwin �
�

Gary Seiler �
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Matt Wahl 

 
Jim Hoehn 

 
Kelly McGuire 
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As we continue to work the details 
of this event, our Executive Board 
THANK YOU for your past support 
and look forward to your continued 
participation of our Regional event. �
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